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Humanity's Relationship with the
Elements and the Unknown

G A thematic synthesis of G.L. Fuentes’ A Letter to God
i’ E;”’”f} f‘i and Robert Frost’s Dust of Snow & Fire and Ice.
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e / Act 1;: The Narrative Act 2: The Poetic Act 3: The
— T T . . .
35 of Faith & Irony Microcosm Macro-Synthesis
Deconstructing human conflict, Flipping the narrative: How dark The ultimate destructive power
< divine pleas, and nature's symbols become unexpected of human emotion in Fire and
C betrayal in A Letter to God. saviors in Dust of Snow. Ice.
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Metaphor Mapping

[~ The Literal Object The Textual Metaphor | The Underlying Méaning |
| I
\ “New coins” / Nature as a source of wealth, |
;! “Ten cent pieces and fives” life, and economic survival.

The deceptive beauty of nature;
wealth that destroys rather
than nourishes.

“New silver coins” /
“Frozen pearls”
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—JA wllia. e b Total eradication; nature acting |
=P as a biblical punishment. |

Pure, unrefined endurance; a

- = "Anox of a man” human bound completely to the
Y earth and Ehysmal labor.
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Initial Hope:
Lencho anticipates
life-giving rain for
his harvest.

The Ironic Spark:
Lencho feels betrayed by his
human saviors, assuming
they stole from the divine.

Nature’s Betrayal:
The rain transforms into

Human Intervention:
‘:’fa‘"‘/ The "amiable” postmaster

and staff collect 70 pesos an huu‘r—lung hailstorm,
as an act of charity to i destroying the valley and
§ preserve Lencho's faith. The Act of Faith:  |eaving "white salt."
With total confidence,

Lencho demands 100 pesos
fromthe divine t0 o /.ck detictie of the poctsl fumolin

pr\fEﬂt starvation. ... j;u,m} S AR e &) NotebookLM
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\_.+/ The Anatomy of Irony: Expectation vs. Reality /

The Postmaster’s Expectation Lencho’s Reality
S & “..experiencing the contentment of a ...the post office employees are * .+
3 t? A 2 'J:ﬂ a
>N [| man who has performed a good deed... a bunch of crools. 6
@;’\Q The postmaster expects gratitude and Lencho’s unwavering faith in God makes
S| spiritual validation. He views his act of him suspicious of humanity. He shows
8 Y Lf'\ gathering part of his salary as a trlumph JE not the slightest surprise at the money,
C '\‘fﬁ_\uf human goodwill and charlty 3\ g:r’ wonly anger at the missing 30 pesos. () ¢
E % -‘=~—%'_ ; NS : _??{-’;F{z\?‘« 0 5 ©
X “
The Irony: A plea to the divine ultimately causes human-to-human conflict. P —
o] The very people who saved Lencho are the ones he condemns. ;f;:_-
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7 Symbolic Anatomy of a Scene =578
Y E il ¥ )
g w_“k.{l"?
(1) The Agent of Change =
Unlike traditional poetic birds i o
wigd (nightingales, doves), the crow O°F | LS @ The Hemlock
'y Iistraditionally a symbol of By N\ >4 N A poisonous plant. Frost *
\Q_J doom, death, or dark omens. . REaal g K ) = rejects beautiful trees
ﬁ\’% (maples, oaks, pines) to
E X B root his scene in toxicity
) }\\ and danger.
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(3) The Dust of Snow

A micro-event. The physical
catalyst that falls from toxic

elements to "save some part
of a day | had rued.”

Nature as an Unexpected Healer:
Frost proves that salvation and a
“change of mood” do not require
conventionally beautiful things;
nature’'s darker elements hold
equal power to heal.
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“I think I know enough of hate .
To say that for destruction ice \
Is also great” "

FIRE

“From what I've tasted of desire
I hold with those who favour

fire.” ’
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) - Human Emotion mapping: 4 | 2 : _ \ - Human Emotion mapping:
e > Desire, Lust, Greed, Rapid g =5 &= © =) Hate, Coldness, Rigidity,
ﬁ Consumption. b N ———— Indifference.

e - Mechanism of Destruction: - Mechanism of Destruction:
- ! Fast, active, and chaotic. &' N Slow, silent, and decaying. . -
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N\ ...And wuuld sufflce = J/5€
. " Both extremes of human emotion are -\ =
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- : fqually capable of bringing about total rum 7




. Context: A Letter to God
NS Scale: MACRO. A massive, hour-long storm that

\! ./ decimates an entire valley.
| _.|".. g - -
|~ Human Reaction: Hope turns to despair ana
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\ intervention.

anger. Nature strips away humanity's livelihood,
forcing an unlikely reliance on divine

Nature as the Healer (

=
== == — s i:::'.l."il:::::
= - :.':I'- II I. Ifl
oiletd .I'" ¥ I.‘:. y i

-

o=
e

e
NP\ TS
ﬁ%ﬁ«%‘-——'ﬁ

| =]
--d-
e B
e i
e ?,D.V\

ﬁf:,

T
PN
Context: Dust of Show %ﬁﬁ

Scale: MICRO. A fleeting, tiny interaction lasting
only a second.
Human Reaction: Depression turns to relief.
Nature unexpectedly cures a ruined mental 4{
state using previously ominous symbols. {
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Lencho’s
Greed & Anger

(The “Fire” of Desire for
his 100 pesos, blinding
him to human charity).

Humanity is the Element.
While humanity fears the
unpredictable destructicn of
nature (hailstorms) or the end
of the world (firefice), human

|, emotions—our fiery desires
and icy judgments—are '
ultimately just as pnwerful
ironic, and destructive as
the natural Elements

The Natural World _ ' I

(The hail that ruins the
\EToPs; the snow that cures
N the mind). -
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"Always, always a larger significance... A little
thing touches a larger thing.”" — Robert Frost

Lencho’s
Suspicion
(The “Ice” of Coldness
and indifference toward

| the post office employees

he calls “crooks”).




